BY CHAZ MILLER

Municipal Solid Waste 2008

2008 saw less waste and Iess re-::w:llng

unicipal solid waste (MS5W) is the
M stuff we have used and no longer
need, EPAS MSW data does not
include construction and demolition
debris (C&D}, hazardous, medical,
radioactive or industrial waste, so this
profile also excludes those categories.
EPA estimates the size of the waste stream
by using manufacturing production data,
estimates of product imports and exports,
and estinates of product lifetimes, Food
and yard waste is estimatid based on
sampling stidies. EPA has used a consistent
estimation methodology for four decades,
Waste data from the 50 states uses
actual ronnages from disposal, recycling
and composting facilities. State data
shows more solid waste than EPA's data.
Using state data, Biocycle magazine
estimated 413 million tons of solid waste
were generated in 2006, State data often
includes non-hazardous solid waste such
a5 C& D and industrial waste. The 50
slates do not count waste consistently.
In a more comprehensive survey, the
Environmental Research and Educa-
tion Foundation tallied all 17.5. disposal
facilities and estimated that 545 million
tons of waste were managed in 2000, of
which 146 million tons were recycled
ar composted. That covers all non-haz-
ardous Subtitle D solid waste managed
outside of the generator's facilivy, @
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Generated:

B 249.6 million tons.
B 1,642.5 pounds per
Erscey per year.
E 4.5 pounds per
persan, per day.
W Yard trimmings,
food wastes,
corrugated boxes,
wood packaging and
glass bottles are the
largest Thems in M5W
before recycling.

Recycled:

B 50.8 million tons, a
24.3% recycting rate,
W 501.5 pounds per
PEFSOR, DT year,

W 1.1 pounds per
PETSON, per day.

M Corrugated

boxes, NEWspapers,
office paper, olass
bottlas and-lead acid
batteries are the most
recycled by weight.

W Lead-acid

batteries, newspapers,
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corrugated boxes,
office papers and
"major appliances”
have the highask
recycling rate,

Recycled
Content:

W Aluminim cans,
recycled paperboard,
cormegated medium
and glass bottles
have high levels of
recyched content.

Composted:

W 221 million tons of
vard and food waste,
M E.9% composting
rate fior all MSW.
M G4.7%: composting
rate for yard waste,
B 2.5% rate for food
waste,
W 146 pounds per
FEOM, PEF yéar,
0.4 pounds per
person, per day,
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Incinerated or
Landfilled:

W 166.7 million tons,
or 66.8% of M5W,

W 31.6 million tons
combusted with
ENETOY fECOVERY.

W 135.1 million tons
landfilled,

B 1,095 pounds per
PErSON, Per year

W 3 pounds per
persan, per day,

Density:

W 323,812,000 cubic
yards {ci) of MSW
landfilled,

W Aluminum cans
and plastic bottles
have the lowest
landfill density.

B Glass bottles and
Tood waste have
the highest [andfill
density,

W An “average”
pound of trazh has

a landfill density of
739 pounds . per c.y.

Source

Reduction:

M Backyard
Composting,
grasscycling

and product
Lightweighting
reduce the waste
stream,

B A declining
economy reduces
the waste stream
and the amount of
material recycled,

End Market
Specifications:
W 15R1 Paper Stock,
Ferrous, Non-
Ferrods and Plaskic
Guidelines provide
specifications

for individual
recyclables,
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